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Abstract

This paper examines the collective actions and business strategies of peasants in the
Wuchang region (of Heilongjiang) as the rice industry transitioned from large-scale pro-
duction to brand development. The study finds that the formation of specialty indus-
tries is not merely the product of state-led, top-down interventions nor the result of local
endogenous forces operating without state support; rather, it is a process of intertwined
development. Even during the era of “politics dominating economics,” peasants exerted
influence by controlling production volumes, thereby indirectly pressuring the state
to adjust policies. As the market emerged, peasants also looked to the state to address
new structural issues. The logic of peasant action is closely related to the space avail-
able for such action, and peasant agency is not merely a form of “resistance from the
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weak,” but rather a strategic form of interaction. In certain contexts, the spontaneous
actions of individual peasants can also play a catalytic role. The developmental history of
“Wuchang rice” is, in fact, a history of the evolving relationship between peasant agency
and social structures. The key to fostering positive interaction among the relevant stake-
holders lies in achieving a balance between these two forces.
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ZRERRUAAHRA “BUE25” (political economy) T B fif 1kt
ERIT M BE (Popkin, 1979: 24-25) . HEESE, HATAI A
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H W 53 FE s AT AT I AN )2 ok 2 AR A . AN R I B B
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RCHS 22 (2025) 93-130



SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF SPECIALTY INDUSTRIES 97

202247 H JF46, BHEAERHILE TLE TR R XT IR T
N BB HE T ABARZTE FTEHHETAORR. KR4
e D RS (B 5 A A NN NN AV/ARi A S BRI SN (B P N B DA =Ny AP0 A
XFHE5YYERFEHBOFEZE . & () EMREELLHMITY
AR, FERMEVIRT R B, FEES 7 X VIR Ccultural inter-
view) 5 E# V51X (topic interview) (&, &%, 2010: 8-13) ,
HEME T EETGR. AINESERNETRRME. 5. £
3 5 Br. 2B AR B A ob 1 ik 21 1) 50 B2 4R B N 2 53 B AE A
W 22, A AN F M PEE T Ak T 5. BRI E S5 R
B 2RV AR R R BUF 5 R 2 = 8] ) BB AT AR TR
K AZ RN 8. 7276 7 2t 0 B w200 305 o, R RE 8 1% e AT
RESF AT E A —ZM N, Hprgsk ARt 7 kR B 56

- BB EEZ W PR RS R RRRITE)

HEM AR R LS X, KEFMARE, B8RS ERKT
WA 7 I R IR ALK R K R kAt . RRECETH, AR H%, X
W R E AR, B IS BUN RS L B, SR Tk AR
RAEARALH X R B 5. A6+ E (1835%F) 4, T#B45h
WY BB N RN TE X IR e R R R AR B R AR K L 4 4
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*1 1955-19654F T B 7K 7 B AE 1 AR 5 77 = 1

R 7 o T AR w7 () B (T
()
1955 208935 521 108904
1956 337815 363 122452
1957 345750 277 95812
1958 417150 539 224643
1959 416895 449 187178
1960 475995 156 74044
1961 371760 240 89028
1962 256065 295 75443
1963 247897 283 70288
1964 239126 258 61799
1965 228482 385 88011
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*2 1966-19774 T & B 7K 8 Pt 1 AR 5 7= B 1% 0
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1966 245370 504 123569
1967 267092 616 164502
1968 289420 627 181485
1969 313701 325 102046
1970 313715 482 151373
1971 322225 496 159673
1972 334060 133 44419
1973 294536 470 138230
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1975 333804 651 217148
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ARV B E L ORI . AT MRS Z T, BT b ] R S
M, METEERKSS, RETHEF HIME T RFIORN
THHA R ERARBH, “ =447 S0 HBUREHE R IER X
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M EE LW RS, ERETRERE B AR (L TRE
JA, 1994: 175) o T2, M “O3MRk” Mt ARm S, THEBAE
19924F 5 A7 5 Pl I CBR AR AN B B U F A LB, seAT i g ih
B, MUFASE (TR, 1994: 339-355) . KL, WE3FT
AN, 19934F PASK, R R T BN B O U i g 3 o %
G4, 2010: 214) .

W A b 07 BUR W BUES ) 22 i DL R BUR M SR s ks, HAR IR
RN -7y aNp A = I NN S5 QDN ol | A AN T G . v
HEREZR RS, 2010: 10-18. 237) . WRKFHAR. mHEKE
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x3 1980-20054F FLH B (W) AKEMHEEMR 5= &N

R LN LA ™ (AT B ()
(T )
1980 447165 246.5 110221.5
1981 465031 195.5 90984
1982 481555 233 112256.5
1983 485951 340.5 153267.5
1984 521876 355 185365
1985 574625 327.5 188260.5
1986 624838 368 230049
1987 651653 358 233599
1988 686828 388 266465
1989 738110 240 177266
1990 756671 405 306483
1991 791850 456.8 361728
1992 835350 446.5 372974
1993 870000 480.9 418419
1994 962970 521.7 502410
1995 956670 563.3 538924
1996 967459 606 586280
1997 968730 638.7 618724
1998 973245 805.3 783787
1999 973245 703.3 807438
2000 973560 711.2 692414
2001 973560 660.4 642941
2002 975900 717.3 700094
2003 975900 713.4 696205
2004 1558185 538 821857
2005 1558005 548 853207

By kv : WM (AFEE) (AW EM T ERERT S, 1989: 1600 Fl
(HETE (1986-2005) » (HEMH T E9mER RS, 2010: 247-251) #
KB L,
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PERE ;s ROWILEZ AR R, & AE TR N RAE, 5k
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